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EXT. OLD PART OF DOWNTOWN - NIGHT1 1

We’re in the middle of winter in Edmonton, AB. The CAMERA 
PUSHES IN on an old brownstone building as snow gently falls 
to the ground.  

CARMELLA (O.S.)
And listeners, that is why manners 
are important, especially on a 
first date.  

INT. RADIO STATION - NIGHT2 2

We’re in a small local studio. MICK, 30, flannel shirt, 
headphones,  is in the producer chair with a laptop while 
CARMELLA, 23, in a red top and jeans, headphones, is in the 
DJ seat speaking into her microphone. 

CARMELLA
Now it’s time to pay some bills.

Mick nods at Carmella and she slumps in her chair as an ad 
plays on the channel. Mick reacts to her body language with a 
comforting note in her headset.

MICK
It’ll be alright, Carmella. You 
just need to give it some time. 

CARMELLA
Don’t you think it’s just a little 
ironic that the Doctor of Love is 
more like a failed medical student 
of love? He literally dumped me 
because I am bad at being in a 
relationship.

MICK
No, you broke up because someone 
better is around the corner. 20 
seconds. You just gotta take your 
own advice, Carm. Just let life 
happen. Be open. 

CARMELLA
That only works in the movies, 
Mick.

MICK
How many people have you helped 
find love? Thousands? The universe 
will pay you back. Trust me. 5 
seconds.



(MORE)

2.

CARMELLA
(sarcastically)

The universe. 

Mick points to Carmella. Carmella nods and takes the next 
call. 

CARMELLA (CONT'D)
(sound like everything is 
fine)

All right, the next caller is 
Donny. How goes the battle of love 
and war, Donny? 

DONNY
Hey Carmella. I never thought I’d 
be calling in to your show, but I 
don’t know how else to do this. 
There’s this, ugh, girl I’ve had my 
eye on for a while. 

CARMELLA
I’m here to help, Donny. They don’t 
call me the Queen of Confessions 
for nothin!  

DONNY
Hehe yeah, well, it’s been like 2 
years I guess now and I don’t know 
how to tell her my feelings without 
coming across the wrong way. It’s 
kinda complicated.

CARMELLA
2 years? That’s a lot of pent up 
emotion. 

DONNY
Yeah.

CARMELLA
Well, what is she like? Tell me a 
little about this love interest of 
yours. 

DONNY
She’s pretty. Like really pretty. 
Gorgeous dark hair and eyes that 
sparkle when she smiles.  When she 
walks into the room, ah,  time just 
slows down, you know? It’s like 
nothing else matters. And she cares 
for people, a lot. 

(MORE)
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DONNY (CONT'D)

(MORE)

3.

She has a good heart. And she’s, 
hehe, she’s kinda clumsy in a cute 
way. 

CARMELLA
Woo, it’s getting hot in here, 
Donny! Okay, and so you work with 
this girl or she’s on your team at 
work? Coffee shop girl, what?  

DONNY
We work together. Well, kinda. I 
don’t think she knows I exist. 
We’re Not exactly on the same 
level. That’s why I’m calling. I 
don’t know how to get her 
attention. 

CARMELLA
Is there a big age gap?

DONNY
No, I’m 26. I think she’s around my 
age. It’s more like, I’m not sure 
how she’d feel about my job and who 
I am. I mean, she’s kind and all 
but I don’t exactly do glamourous 
work. 

CARMELLA
We’ll get to the job part in a bit, 
but why has it taken you 2 years to 
approach her? That’s an awfully 
long time. 

DONNY
It’s just..I’m not well off 
financially, and the last few years 
have been hard.  I came to this 
country with my younger sister five 
years ago as a refugee and I’ve 
been working to support her with my 
night job while studying at the 
university during the day. I just 
don’t know if she’ll be able to 
look past where I’m at right now. 
To see me, you know? 

CARMELLA
Donny, I want you to listen to me 
right now. You are worth loving. 
You hear me? 

DONNY (CONT'D)
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CARMELLA (CONT'D)

(MORE)

4.

You are a valuable and decent man 
and you deserve a woman who can see 
you for who you are, not the 
uniform you wear. 

DONNY
Thanks, Carmella.

CARMELLA
Donny, this is what I am going to 
do for you. I am going to give you 
a 3-step method to get her 
attention and sweep her off her 
feet. 

DONNY
Sounds good to me. 

CARMELLA
This is what you are going to do -  
Step 1: bump into her accidentally. 
It’s gotta come across as totally 
natural. You gotta find a way to 
talk to this girl face-to-face, 
twice in the same day. It’s gotta 
feel like serendipity, you feel me?    

DONNY
Yeah, I think I can do that. 

CARMELLA
And step 2: you gotta find a way to 
make an impression both times. Do 
something that she will appreciate, 
or do something that makes her 
laugh. Just don’t be forgettable. 
Make sure whatever you do isn’t 
creepy. It’s gotta be cute and it’s 
gotta be her. Like don’t show up 
with a puppy if she’s allergic to 
dogs, know what I mean?  

DON
I know she loves poetry. I heard 
her talk about it once. 

CARMELLA
Great! What’s more romantic than 
that? 

DONNY
Yeah, I actually wrote a couple of 
poems for her already. 

CARMELLA (CONT'D)
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DONNY (CONT'D)

5.

Could I read one and maybe you can 
tell me what you think?

CARMELLA
Maybe just a couple of verses? 
We’ve only got till the top of the 
hour here.

Carmella looks over at Mick, who nods.

DONNY
Okay, okay. Hold on, I got one here 
I’ve been working on. 

CARMELLA
While you’re looking for your poem, 
I will spell out the final step: be 
yourself. Be yourself, Donny. Don’t 
be who you think she wants you to 
be. That will just exhaust you. 
Just be the Donny who called in 
tonight - vulnerable, caring and 
honest. And if she doesn’t like who 
that man is, fine. Move on. Find 
someone who does. 

DONNY
I got it. Ahem.

(beat)
Star bright, star bright, 
Should your eyes meet mine,
Star bright, star bright,
How my soul would shine.

Star bright, star bright,
Oh beauty divine.
Star bright, star bright,
Oh Heaven a sign.

CARMELLA
Donny, you’re giving me goosebumps 
here.  I’m telling you, you do 
these 3 things, and you’ll have a 
chance at romance. Thanks for 
calling and good luck! 

INT. JANITOR STORAGE CLOSET - NIGHT3 3

DONNY, 23, dressed in a janitorial outfit hangs up his phone 
and puts the crumpled poem he’s holding in his hand into his 
pocket

DONNY (CONT'D)
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INT. RADIO STATION - NIGHT4 4

Carmella looks over at Mick, who gestures to her to wrap it 
up.

CARMELLA
What a nice guy. I beg you, women 
everywhere, look past the car, look 
past the job, and look into the 
hearts of men. It’s only when you 
do that will you ever stand a 
chance at finding true love. That’s 
it for Love FM tonight. Here’s 
wishing you all smooth sailing on 
the sea of love. The news is next.

Carmella takes off her headset and stretches her arms. As she 
leans back in her chair, she nearly tips it over. Mick laughs 
and shakes his head.

INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT5 5

Carmella exits the studio and heads bumps into Donny, who is 
mopping the floor.

DONNY
Pardon me. 

CARMELLA
It’s okay.

Donny’s face is flush.  She smiles at him, then turns to walk 
and slips on the wet floor. 

CARMELLA (CONT'D)
(as falling)

Ahhh!

Donny catches her in his arms. He looks into her eyes for a 
beat and carefully brings her to her feet. 

DONNY
Careful, now.

CARMELLA
(flustered)

Thank you.

She sheepishly nods her head and turns to walk down the  
hallway towards the exit. As she heads out the door, her 
scarf catches on the lock and the door slams shut. 
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EXT. STUDIO PARKING LOT DOORWAY - NIGHT6 6

Carmella’s struggles to free herself. She looks down at the 
keys she dropped on the ground and tries to reach out but her 
scarf stops her.

CARMELLA
Ah!!! 

She tries to turn and open the door but it’s stuck. She bangs 
on the door.

CARMELLA (CONT'D)
Help! Help! 

The door gently opens. Donny’s face peeks through. 

CARMELLA (CONT'D)
Help me!

DONNY
Okay, just hold still. 

CARMELLA
Oh, please be careful! It was a 
gift from my mother.

Donny carefully removes the scarf from the door lock. 
Carmella swings free.

CARMELLA (CONT'D)
Thank you! I thought I was gonna 
spend the night out here.

DONNY
No problem. You okay?

CARMELLA
Yeah, just a little kink in my 
neck. I seriously don’t understand 
how that happened. 

DONNY
Serendipity?

CARMELLA
What?

DONNY
My name’s Donny. 

CARMELLA
Well, thanks for saving me Donny. 
Good night.
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She turns to walk away, then stops. It registers. She turns 
around.

CARMELLA (CONT'D)
Wait, your name’s Donny? 

DONNY
Wanna hear the rest of the poem?

Carmella smiles a little, then steps closer to him. He looks 
into her eyes and pull out a little piece of paper with a 
poem on it. He smiles.

FADE TO BLACK.

8.


