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FADE IN:

EXT. WALTERDALE BRIDGE - NIGHT1 1

It’s October in Edmonton, AB. We see AMARA, 27, cute dress, 
looking quite upset with her phone to her ear.

AMARA
Can you come pick me up?

TRUDY (O.S.)
Ha! What did I say the second I saw 
his profile? Looooser. 

AMARA
(under her breath)

Ugh.

TRUDY
It’s like you enjoy torturing 
yourself. Seriously, let me find 
you a guy. Andy’s got this friend 
that--

AMARA
Can we not do this right now? Just 
come and pick me up. I don’t wanna 
take the train.  

TRUDY
Okay, okay. Just let me put some 
clothes on.  

AMARA
Thanks.  

TRUDY
Where are you?

AMARA
I’ll meet you at Second Cup near 
the new bridge.

TRUDY
Okay, I’ll be there in like 20 
minutes. Grab me a tall macchiato 
while you’re waiting? 

AMARA
You’re kidding me right now.



2.

TRUDY
And a brownie. Thanks! Actually, I 
shouldn’t. I gotta fit into my 
dress. Just the macchiato. 

AMARA
I’d rather just--

TRUDY
And I’m setting you up with Andy’s 
friend. See you in 20. K, bye!

Trudy hangs up the phone.

AMARA
(whimper)

No.

10 MINUTES LATER, A HUNDRED YARDS DOWN THE BRIDGE:

Amara (two macchiatos in hand) walks along the boardwalk and 
a bike whizzes by and causes her to bump into KEVIN, late 
twenties, quirky but handsome,  which causes him to drop his 
bag, and her the drinks. Panicked, Kevin hurriedly bends down 
and opens his bag. Amara reacts to her dress being stained by 
the macchiatos.  

KEVIN
My telescope!

AMARA (CONT'D)
My dress!

Kevin inspects his telescope, not once looking at Amara. 

AMARA (CONT'D)
Do you know how much this 
cost? 

KEVIN (CONT'D)
Do you know how much this 
cost?

Their eyes meet - he recognizes her but she doesn’t remember 
him at all. He stands up, unsure of what to say at first. 

KEVIN (CONT'D)
(beat)

Oh, hey.   

She pulls a tissue from her purse and tries to sponge the 
stain.  

AMARA
It’s not coming out. This is just 
great!
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KEVIN
(toward the direction of  
the biker riding away)

He just came out of nowhere.
 

She continues to sponge her stain with the tissue.

AMARA
Just great! 

KEVIN
I’m so sorry, I didn’t see you.

AMARA
Maybe try watching where you’re 
going?

KEVIN
How much do I owe you for the dry 
cleaning?

AMARA
Just forget it. 

Kevin pulls the telescope out of his backpack to inspect it 
further. 

AMARA (CONT'D)
What’s that?

KEVIN
A telescope. A new telescope.  

AMARA
Well, good luck with that. 

KEVIN
Good luck? 

AMARA
Have a good night. 

She begins to walk away. 

KEVIN
You don’t remember me do you? 

That stops her in her tracks. She turns and looks back at 
Kevin.
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EXT.PARK HILLTOP - NIGHT2 2

We’re on a secluded hill - perfect for stargazing. Kevin is 
busy fiddling with his telescope while Amara impatiently 
grills him. 

AMARA
Was it the gym?

KEVIN
No.

AMARA
Uh, just tell me!

KEVIN
I will, just let me show you 
something first.

Kevin makes a few final adjustments to the telescope. 

AMARA
Since apparently you know me,  do I 
seem like the type of girl you 
should stand up? 

Kevin peers up from behind the telescope.

KEVIN
Definitely not.

AMARA
Like why even ask me out if you are 
going to do that? 

Kevin goes back to looking through his telescope.

KEVIN
Looks like it’s working.  

He motions towards Amara to come over. 

KEVIN (CONT'D)
Come here. Take a look. 

Amara walks over to the telescope and leans in, Kevin 
hovering closely over her. He’s excited for her to see the 
star Betelgeuse. 

KEVIN (CONT'D)
Look!

AMARA
Okay, I’m looking, I’m looking!
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She tries to focus her eye through the telescope. She looks 
for a few seconds, then pulls her eye back a few inches. 

AMARA (CONT'D)
All I see is a big dot. 

KEVIN
A big dot? That’s the star 
Betelgeuse - a thousand times 
bigger than our sun! 

AMARA
Okay...

KEVIN
It’s bound to go supernova soon. 
The explosion will light up the 
night sky. Everyone on Earth will 
be able to see it with the naked 
eye! 

Amara pulls back and stands up straight.

AMARA
You’re really into this star stuff, 
huh? 

KEVIN
He was stupid, you know, for 
standing you up. 

AMARA
Thanks.

KEVIN
You really don’t remember me huh?

AMARA
Sorry, I meet a lot of guys. 
Sometimes they leave me stranded 
for an hour waiting for them to 
show up.

KEVIN
And sometimes they spill coffee on 
you. 

AMARA
You think this is funny? 

Kevin adjusts the telescope. 
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KEVIN
Not at all. It’s just, I always 
wondered what would happen if we 
bumped into each other. And the 
first thing I did was spill coffee 
on you and proceed to yell about my 
telescope. 

AMARA
It was a bar, wasn’t it? 

KEVIN
Nope.

AMARA
We worked together at the mall? 

KEVIN
Guess again! 

Amara wrings her stained dress with her hands.

AMARA
You know what the worst part of it 
is? I’ve been to 8 weddings in the 
past 2 years. Even my 2 younger 
sisters are getting married next 
year. How amazing is that? Mom and 
Dad get to marry off everyone in 
the family except for me - the 
perennial bridesmaid. 

Kevin stops fiddling with the telescope and looks at Amara 
for a beat.

KEVIN
Here, look at the brightest star in 
the centre. The one the pulses, 
ever so slightly. 

Amara moves in and takes a look.

AMARA
Great, another dot. 

She looks at him and smiles, mischievously. Kevin looks 
upset.  

AMARA (CONT'D)
I’m kidding! I’m kidding! I see it. 
I see the star.

She continues to look through the telescope.
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KEVIN
That dot is a famous star called 
Vega. 

Kevin leans in and swings the telescope, briefly making 
contact with Amara. 

KEVIN (CONT'D)
And if you look through now, the 
slightly coloured star is called 
Altair. Do you see it? 

AMARA
Yes. 

KEVIN
Ever hear of the ancient Chinese 
story called the Legend of the 
Magpie Bridge?

Amara pulls away from the telescope. Kevin pulls rolls out a 
yoga mat onto the grass.

AMARA
I must have missed that class. I 
wonder what the record is for being 
a bridesmaid? Like 30? Maybe I’ll 
become famous. They could write a 
book about me. 

KEVIN
Come here.

Kevin sits down on the mat and motions for Amara to join him 
by patting his hand on it. 

KEVIN (CONT'D)
Pull up a chair.

She hesitates. Kevin motions to the sky.

KEVIN (CONT'D)
It’s this or a cramped neck. It’s 
kind of a long story.

AMARA
Fine, my legs are tired anyways.

She acquiesces and sits down beside him, half on the mat, 
half off the mat.

AMARA (CONT'D)
Ah! The grass is wet! Move over! 
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KEVIN
Then I’ll get wet! Just...Here, 
I’ll use this. 

He pulls his backpack under his legs so that he’s half on the 
mat, half on the backpack.

KEVIN (CONT'D)
Better?

Amara wipes her wet dress.

AMARA
You are really determined to wreck 
this dress, aren’t you?

KEVIN
Okay, scootch over. There. Now, 
where was I?

AMARA
Something about birds?

KEVIN
Right. The Legend of Magpie Bridge. 

(beat)
The legend says that thousands of 
years ago, a young seamstress named 
Vega fell in love with a handsome 
young shepherd named Altair. Their 
love blossomed over the summer but 
unfortunately for them, fate would 
have it that their parents did not 
approve. In fact, they were so 
upset that they were forced to give 
up their human form and become 
stars in the night sky. Their 
parents placed Vega at one end of 
the Milky Way Galaxy and Altair at 
the other, so that they could never 
meet. 

AMARA
This is supposed to cheer me up?

KEVIN
(pushes onwards)

As with all love that is destined 
to be true, the universe found a 
way to help them. 

(MORE)
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KEVIN (CONT'D)

9.

You see, the legend says that once 
a year, magpies fly to the sky and 
line up to form a bridge so that 
Vega and Altair can cross it and 
meet each other for a night of 
romance. 

AMARA
 So the theme is life sucks and 
then you die?

KEVIN
No...the theme is love finds a way.

AMARA
Gotcha. 

KEVIN
You’re really dark, you know that?

AMARA
Why, thank you. 

Kevin rolls over onto his side and looks into Amara’s eyes. 

KEVIN
It was intro to Sociology. I was 
the annoying guy at the front 
asking a question every 5 seconds. 
I was always in a blue NASA 
hoodie...

AMARA
Ah, first year. I was the girl 
skipping class to hang out with my 
boyfriend. I don’t remember you. I 
don’t remember most of that year.

KEVIN
I remember you. I just never had 
the courage to talk to you back 
then. 

AMARA
You wanted to talk to me?  

KEVIN
I used to see you in the library 
sometimes...just looking out the 
window at the quad. Like you were 
lost in a daydream or something. 
Your hair was shorter then.

KEVIN (CONT'D)
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AMARA
(with a smirk)

Stalker much?

KEVIN
I guess it’s silly for a guy like 
me to think he’d be noticed by a 
girl like you.  

AMARA
You wouldn’t say that if you knew 
me. 

(beat)
I’m glad we didn’t meet back then. 

KEVIN
You always looked kinda...sad or 
something.

AMARA
I was kinda going through some 
stuff back in college. I guess I 
still am. 

KEVIN
Hey, that makes two of us. 

AMARA
What do you mean?

KEVIN
Another tale for another day.

Amara looks up at the sky and takes a deep breath.

AMARA
It’s so peaceful out here. I feel 
like I could just lie here for 
hours and look up at the stars. 

KEVIN
Yeah, it’s nice, isn’t it? 

Amara drops the sarcasm for once. 

AMARA
Can I ask you something?

KEVIN
Shoot.

AMARA
Have you ever stood a girl up?
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KEVIN
What? 

AMARA
Just answer the question. 

KEVIN
Okay...No, I have never stood a 
girl up. I’ve been stood up--

AMARA
 Ever cheated on a girl before?

KEVIN
No. What is this--

AMARA
Have you ever forgotten your 
girlfriend’s birthday?

KEVIN
No.

AMARA
Texted a drunken booty call at 2am?

KEVIN
I don’t even drink. Have you? 

AMARA
Shhh. This is about you. Have you 
been nice to a girl right up until 
you slept with her then ghosted 
her?

KEVIN
Of course not. Okay, okay. My turn. 
Have you ever given a guy a fake 
number? 

AMARA
Yes. 

KEVIN
Oh. 

(beat)
Have you ever left in the middle of 
a date due to an “emergency”? 

AMARA
Had a runner, huh?
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KEVIN
Ever said thank you when a guy said 
“I love you”? 

AMARA
(laughs)

Ouch. 

KEVIN
It’s happened twice. Twice!

AMARA
You poor thing.

KEVIN
Ever wonder what’s the point of 
even dating in the first place? 

AMARA
Yeah, pretty much all the time.

KEVIN
Maybe some people are just meant to 
be alone.

AMARA
Maybe they just met all the wrong 
people and that’s why they feel 
that way. 

They look into each other’s eyes for a beat.

KEVIN
You think?

AMARA
Maybe.

They look into each other’s eyes for another beat. Kevin runs 
his hand through Amara’s hair, then takes it away as his 
courage fails him.

KEVIN
Sorry, I just--

Amara leans in for a kiss. Just then, her phone rings. She 
sits up and opens the phone. 

AMARA
Shit! My sister!

She quickly stands up and collects her bearings.
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AMARA (CONT'D)
I’m sorry, but I have to go. She’s 
been waiting for me. 

Kevin stands up. 

KEVIN
What? But I thought...when can I 
see you again?

AMARA
Maybe when the stars align!

With that, Amara disappears down the hill, leaving Kevin all 
alone. 

EXT. BOARDWALK STREET - MOMENTS LATER3 3

Amara approaches her sister’s car with a little pep in her 
step only to be surprised by JOSH (33, handsome) as he steps 
out of the passenger side. 

JOSH
Hey. 

TRUDY (mid twenties) yells at her sister through the open 
door.

TRUDY
I found him wondering around the 
cafe looking for you. Where have 
you been? 

AMARA
(to Trudy)

Walking.

JOSH
(to Amara)

I’m sorry I was late. I dropped my 
phone in the sink when I was 
getting ready and it died. Then on 
the way here I thought I’d stop and 
get some flowers, uh, here...

He hands her a small bouquet of flowers. She looks at him and  
before she can speak:

TRUDY
(to Amara)

You want me to drive you home or...

13.



14.

AMARA
(to Trudy)

Uh...

JOSH
Maybe we can go for a walk and grab 
a drink at the pub after all? Let 
me make it up to you.

AMARA
(to Trudy)

I’ll take the train. 

TRUDY
Great! So glad I drove all the way 
downtown! Where’s my macchiato? 

AMARA
On my dress. 

Josh shuts the passenger door (the window is open).

JOSH
(to Trudy, waving)

Thanks again. Nice to meet you.

TRUDY
(to Josh)

Yeah, same.

Trudy looks at Amara.

TRUDY (CONT'D)
(mouths to Amara)

You okay?

AMARA
(mouths back to Trudy)

Yeah. Go.

Trudy drives away. Josh and Amara share an awkward moment.

AMARA (CONT'D)
Thanks for the flowers. 

JOSH
Oh, yeah, no problem. I’m really 
sorry I was late. 

AMARA
It’s okay. 

JOSH
Shall we? 
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He gestures forward and they start walking together. 

AMARA
I kinda thought you stood me up for 
a second there.

JOSH
Yeah, I figured you would have. I 
thought I knew this city, but 
without my GPS I’m pretty much 
useless, hehe. 

(beat)
Nice night for a walk.

AMARA
Yeah. 

(beat)
Do you ever look up at the stars 
and wonder who’s up there? 

Josh looks up and back at Amara.

JOSH
You mean like...astronauts? 

AMARA
No, I mean like, and this is gonna 
sound kinda weird but, do you ever 
wonder who the stars were before 
they were born?

JOSH
Before they were born? What do you 
mean?

They continue walking awkwardly together.

AMARA
I wonder if every star used to be 
someone here, on Earth.  Like when 
you die, you become a star.

JOSH
Uh, I’m not sure. I think people 
just go to up or down when they 
die. 

(awkward beat)
So you wanna get some food too, or 
just drinks? 
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AMARA
I’m not really hungry. Do you think 
we are supposed to meet like a 
bunch of people we aren’t right for 
just so we can appreciate it when 
we finally find, like, a good one? 

JOSH
I think so.  I mean, I’ve dated 
quite a few women but I’m here with 
you now, so...

AMARA
(suddenly intense)

I’m almost 30. 30!

JOSH
Is everything okay? 

She stops walking. Josh stops a half step later.

AMARA
The stars were aligned. I have to 
go.

She begins walking back.

JOSH
Where are you going? 

AMARA
I have to go! 

She begins to run.

AMARA (CONT'D)
The stars were aligned!

Josh looks extremely confused.

JOSH
(to himself)

What?

EXT. PARK HILLTOP- NIGHT4 4

Amara, out of breath and tired, drops the flowers on the 
ground and spends the last of her energy to climb the hill 
where she expects to see Kevin and his telescope. Her heart 
sinks as she realizes he’s gone. She stands at the top of the 
hill and looks all around, then collapses on the ground and 
looks up at the sky. 
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EXT. PARK HILLTOP - DUSK (THE NEXT NIGHT)5 5

Amara (dressed to impress) walks the boardwalk towards the 
hill, climbs up and sits down. She looks around and sits and 
waits. 

EXT. PARK HILLTOP - (THE NIGHT AFTER THAT)6 6

Amara (dressed to impress, again) now laying down on the 
ground looking up at the stars, hears footsteps. She gets 
excited but is soon disappointed as it’s just a couple of 
teenagers. They both give a strange look and walk past her. 
She lies there, looking at the stars. 

AMARA
(to herself)

Where are you?

EXT. PARK HILLTOP - NIGHT (ONE YEAR LATER)7 7

Amara (now in very casual clothes) climbs up the hill and 
just as she reaches the crest, she sees a telescope. She gets 
excited and her pace quickens, but she’s let down when she 
sees PAUL, early sixties, sitting on a lawn chair, drinking a 
pop. 

PAUL
Hey there.

Amara walks a few steps closer, panting and a little bit out 
of breath from the climb.

AMARA
Hey.

PAUL
Don’t mind me. I’m just waiting for 
the comet to appear.

AMARA
The comet? 

PAUL
You didn’t hear about it? Amara’s 
Smile? 

Amara, quite shocked at the coincidence confronts Paul.

AMARA
What did you just say?
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PAUL
Amara’s Smile - the name of the 
comet. You really didn’t hear about 
this? It was in the news. Some 
local astronomer discovered it one 
night last year.  They say it’s 
traveling from one end of the Milky 
Way to the other.  

AMARA
From Vega to Altair.

Paul, surprised at her knowledge of the two stars, nods.

PAUL
Yeah...something like that.  Shame 
what happened to the poor guy. 

AMARA
What do you mean? What happened to 
him? 

PAUL
Apparently, he got sick. Died a few 
days after he filed the name for 
the comet. 

(beat)
Well, at least he’ll be remembered 
by the astronomers. 

Paul looks up at the sky.

AMARA
(to herself, horrified)

He’s dead?

PAUL
Yep, Amara’s Smile got captured by 
our sun’s gravity. It’s gonna swing 
around our sun once a year and be 
visible to the naked eye, just for 
a night. Nobody’s ever seen 
anything like it.

Paul looks at Amara.

PAUL (CONT'D)
 It’s almost like it wants to come 
see us.

Amara fights and desperately tries to hold back the tears.
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PAUL (CONT'D)
Whoa, you alright? 

AMARA
You mind if I watch it with you? 
The comet. 

PAUL
Be my guest. You sure you’re okay?

AMARA
(whimpers)

Yeah.

He reaches down in the cooler and pulls out another pop and 
hands it to her.

PAUL
Here, this might help. 

Amara grabs the drink and sits down.

PAUL (CONT'D)
I’m Paul, by the way.

AMARA
I’m Amara.

She takes a swig and looks up at the stars, just as the comet 
beings to streak across the night sky. The sight of it is too 
much. Tears fall down her cheeks.

FADE TO:

ROLLING SLATE8 8

Text from the ancient poem rolls, Chinese on left, English  
translation on right.

Fairy Of The Magpie Bridge

---Qin Guan [Chinese poet, Song Dynasty]

Among the beautiful clouds,

Over the heavenly river,

Crosses the weaving maiden.

A night of rendezvous,
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Across the autumn sky.

Surpasses joy on earth.

Moments of tender love and dream,

So sad to leave the magpie bridge.

Eternal love between us two,

Shall withstand the time apart.

鹊桥仙

---宋·秦观

织云弄巧

飞星传恨

银汉迢迢暗度

金风玉露一相逢

便胜却人间无数

柔情似水

佳期如梦

忍顾鹊桥归路

两情若是久长时

又岂在朝朝暮暮
.

by Qin Guan (1049-1100)

FADE TO BLACK.
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